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2nd Oharles counties. that lie on the Potomae. Tt does not
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nurport to be an exact delineation of the geography of the coun-

try, nc surveys having as yet been made oi ii; but even i ibis

respect it will be found moreaccurate,and by its execution doubt-
less more satisfactory, in representing the true character of the
country, than the flat maps hitherto resorted to. As on Map A,
which refers to the topography and geology of a portien of the
Eastern Shore of Maryland, there is mdlcated upon it the most
prominent conditions of the soil, the principal loealities of the
ious ki and every mineral characteristic or other
ined to appertain to the country. The

e examinatlons and dlscover-ies made during the past

s seciion of the state, in reference {o these subjeets,

more fully detailed under the following heads:
1st. Geology of Prince George’s and Charleo counties on the
Potomac, and characters of their soil.
2d. Principal localities of the shell-marl deposites on the
Potomac, their constitution, relative value, and use.
3d. Mineral resources of the portions of Prince George’ s and
Charles counties situated on the Potomac.
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SECT. I1.—Geology of Princes George’s and Charles counties
on the Potomac, and characters. of their sozls
State of Maryland
North-east Branch of the Potomac, exhlbits a uccession of
ab1 upt hllls, crowned by plateaus-, of variable extent, and slop-
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deposite of gravel, sand, and clay, in some p’laces covered by a
considerabie accumulation of erratic boulders derived from the
primitive mountains to which they are adjacent. The depth of
this diluvial deposite varies from two hundred to a very few feet,
diminishing in thickness, as the hills decrease in elevation, in
the direction of their slope towards the Chesapeake bay. A
decrease in the size of the pebbles forming the gravel, a marked
difference in its mode of admixture with the sand and clay, and
a diminution, to total absence, of erratic rocks, are also observed
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corresponding with the direction of theslope. Iti
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ble that this diluvial formation rests, in nesrly the whole of its
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exient, upon a vast accumulation of fossil sheils imbedded some-
times in a ferruginous band sometimes in clay, and constituting
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the state, Th
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